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And on top of everything else, I
forgot to bring my typer home from
Amderson this weekend, so I'll have
$o use Buck's monster.

The cartoon at the right is not
lvery far-fetched at all. Buck wac
remsrking sympathetlcally Just a fo.
minutes sgo - "Not as much fun to
run this time because of the lack oI
1110s?® Quite the contrary, if ¥
had put in a lot of illoa, I'm pret’
sure I would not be getting the whol.
JIthing mimeoed on one Sunday. Itis th

11los thet take extra time, extra
: inking, slow turns of the crank,und
z0 welter. 4nd without Herb Beach's cover, I rather feel I would be in
a state of complete collapse right now, instead of mlld exhaustlion,

Ah, well, Jjust & couple more weeks of this, As 1t happens now, my
last class, presumsbly a final exam, will be Mondsy, Nov, 21, wilth my
other exams Thursday the 17th, and Saturday the 19%th in the ffternoon?
Heeshd What a time for an exam, eapeclally in Mental Hygeine,..l shall
be feellng very malad)usted by then,

Next week I attempt to give an oral analysis of the Brothers Karama-
gov in my electlive class, in twenty minutes yet. The class 1s & hodge-
podge of elementary students, speech theraplsts, English majore, and
what-have-you, The orsals so far have conslaeted of everythlng from a very
tucld and thoughty breakdown of Tess of the D'Urbervilles t0 a simple,
and rather juvenile piot recitktion of Miil on the Floss (the first ses-—
slon of orals covered the English and Ameérlcan authors - my seeslon will
include the Europeans and the Nobel Prize winners....I'm eagerly awalt-
ing the speakers on Camus and Kafkae, both the students are English maj-
ors and seemingly bright and perceptlve peogle). So one is torn between
spending s falr share of time on Dostoevsky's admittedly off-in-all-dir-
ections plot er giving the Grand Inquisltor the analysls time 1%t deserve:

Several fellas have written in to state the other convention golng

at Pitt was the Aarvarks, not As Averks, Well, I'll tell you - the only
time I Baw thet Marquee wss coming back from lunch or supper or something
and at thet time it sald Welcome Aardwarks, (Of course, there wes & grou;
of hotel employees out under the merquee, staring up with consTernation
and confusion, and one of them wad mounting a ladder and beginning %o
shuffle things around on the s8lga, but I insist the last tlme I saw 1%,
there was a 'D' very much in evlidence.)

Lagt weekend we were up Milwaukee end Fond du Lec wsy, enriching
the coffers of some meticel clinic for some adrenelin {and something
else pronouncesble only t.y an asthmetic) for Buck, Thet wasn't all we
did, of course, We enjoved s fine time with Phyllis end Arthur Economou
and old—time fan Lee Carroll and wife and son; then Sunday we Jjaunted
up to Grennell's for a fantabulous time including a groenlng table lad-
er with home-mede bread, red gravy, oodles of estables - end me on a
dlet, bah! This, of course, ewentuslly ran into a punning session, all
the more heightened by Dean translating Jjokes 1into English for Britlsh-
born Eileen Carroll,

To all of you people I owe letters to, Dave, Naomi, etc,, plezsse
let this do for a while, end maybe after Thankegiving I cen reelly spend
gome. time at the typewriter putting out something besldes term papers
and hastily contrived editorials, JWC




e Well, don't say I didn't warn you,
f The slze and lack of 1llustrations
& in this jissue are a dlrect result
Ry, of Juanita's schoolwork; those of
3 you with morbid Iimaginetions can

- think about the resuvlts if some-

A~ thing serious should happen to her
/ and I had to do all the work myseif
A ( Anyway, perhaps the Tucker column
a wlll save the issue from complete
& disgrace. Juanita willl be home next
5 month, so something a bit Tancler

may be expected,

Did you know that TV GUIDT operates just like a fanzlne?® Yegh, they
clve ous free copies in return for letters of comment ~- or at least
Ter tno onec they publish. And to think I've been wasting my time com-
menting on 4HMRA....

Lny of you people out there want a gueranteed fennish puppy? Renn
preserted us witn 9 of them a few weeks ggo. I got rid of 73 because she
couldn't feed them all, but the rest are avallable, at qulte reasonable
prices, Like free —— you can’'t hardly get no more reasonable than that.

Tocier providsd another cllpping; this one, from a film trade Jjournal,
mentions the marriage of Harlen (sic) Ellison to a girl who wrltes for
the movie msgs, Presumgbly this s our Harlan....

A newspaper 1tem assures me that "Brand A" clgerettes will be on
sale this month. I haven't seen any ads ya%, but according to the story,
the first one willi read "Costs a little more —-- but remember 1t promises
a 1ittle less." And the slogan will be "For the men who ls satisfled
with nothing less then second best." If all of this isn't some report-
r's imeginatlon, I may have to break down and buy a pack when they
ehow ug.

Rezcmmenfed book this month is “"The Amertcen Heritage Ficture History
Of The CAvil War%, svaileble at better bookdealers everywhere. This ls
the sort of voiume you can leave casually lying around to limpress your
frlends; 1t's especially impressive if they open 1t and notlce the
$15.95 orice on the jacket flap. (After all, I've been recommending
these peperbacks all the time; you might think thset I never spent any
money on becoks if I didn't mention somethlng like this once 1n awhile,}
Anyway, Lt's a perfectiy fasecinating voiume, reccmmenced to anyone who
has the cash to buy 1t and the strength to 1ift it, For you cheepskates
in the crowd, Dover has reprinted Robert W, Wood's "How To Tell The
Birds From The Flowers® in a 75% paperback edition, I haven't run down
s copy for myself yet, but the excerpts I've seen read somewhat like
Ogden Naosh with a feaint tinge of Will Cuppy added., Wood is the man who
provided the scientific background for those two anclent stf novels,
"The Man Who Rocked The Earth® and "The Moon-Maker" (which were written
in collaborztion with Arthur Trein). He also provided a set of photfo-
graphs to illustrate "The Moon-Maker" when 1t appeared in COSMOPOLITAN;
these were never used, and it's a pity. I've seen a reproduction of one
and it's qulte excellent table-top photography —-- particularly since it
wag made in 1920, or possibly before.

Future possibllity; Arthur Ecouomou promised to supply us with the
address of a source of cheap 9 x 12 envelopes. If we get this, future
YANDROs will be malled in envelopes in the US, as well as overceas. (The

.ervglopes I buy now cost $2,70 g hundred and I won't use them on every-

thirg.)



A

@

AIRRES ST : 40 ]

A Doric - Lolumn—beb tucker-
l

1 Locally, the town was buzzing OvVer whet heppened et our largest down-
| town movie house one Sundcy in Mey, It wesn't published 1in the paper bt
i then you don't heve to be H. Werner jr. to understand why. The news Jjust
sort of oozed sround, alded and abetted by people who were in on 1it. L.
seems that the theater had booked a "sclence f1ction" double-festure:
tPhe Hideous Sun Demon" (& Japanese import) and "Angry Red Planet",whiok
wee a crock of equal quellty. However, kids go for this sort of thilng
and the theater opened &t hoon with two or three hundred of the 1llttle
monesters in attendsnce. They begen with some certoons and then ground
into the opening reel of the Japanese plcture, They thought. The oper-
ators (two) being Good Men, hsd opened the film cen and cerefully check-
ed the reel number before inserting the film, You don't catch them run-
ning the wrong reel, nosiree., However, they didn't get sround to check-
ing the title, which 18 also printed on the film alongside the reel num-
ber., Perheps they weren't pald to do that. Anyway, they slepped 1n num-
ber one reel, hit the screen, and then gtood back to ogle the plcture.

4 couple of qulte naked, quite Amerlcan children scampered into view,
followed by an equally naked, equally Americen gal of about twenty or
so, The girl was thoughtfully holdlng a beach bsll in front of the hilr-
cute adornment which the courts and the post office consider to be ob-
scene. Some other babes qulckly appeared, sitting around a swimming
nool -- and most of the breassts were Rotsler beautles.

The klds in the thezter were havine a fleld day; all the things they
nad heard at school (surreptitiously) were unfolding on the screen. At
ebout thet moment & Wet Blanket ln the form of the manager's wife burst
1nto the projectlon booth and ordered the show stopped. Our men reluct-
antly obeyed, znd somebody went to the film cen to look st the picture's
title. It was "Hldeaway In The Sun". A nudist fllm.

Strange 88 1t may seem, those
kids damned near tore the theater
epert because of the stoppage. A
Zorro serial and a geggle of car-
toons were qulckly brought 1n from
another theater to substitute for
the missing feature, but they re-
mained unsatisfled, Meanwhlle the

mangger called Chicago, forced
’//ﬂ\\\\\\“~“ someone to go down to the
e film exchange, get the
richt plcture and drive 1%t
to Bloomington., It arrlv-
ed 1n time for the evenlng
show. I hope no one got
fired over the incldent;
after all the close slmi-
larity of titles could
confuse any poor-slghted
£11m clerk. But it was fun
while 1% lested, and of
course small clipplnegs
from the nudle film clr-




culszted agrcund to the other theaters
for weeks afterward. And now, our
manager 1s conslidering the possibil-
1ty of bringlng baclk the wronz vlc-
ture for a mldnight show., But he
won't —— his bosces will not permit
it., I guess I just work at the wrong’
theater,

The writers? strike has ended in
Hellywood and all sides probebly
claim a victory, but the following
may be a2dded to that lnformation on
writers' pay published in Fleliedes
Pimyules some months ago. The new
minimum sgrery for writers on studio
contract 1s $385 o week. The writer
wvhe develops a helf-hour TV script
from somebody else's story gets
around #3860, The writer who develops
2 script from his own story gets
$1150. No one but the green hand works
for these minimum sums; the o0ld hands
are metting as much a8 $2500 per half-hour, ,

There 1s no such thing as a "rejected story" after a certain stage
of necotiations has been reached, Unlike the book gnd magazlne world, |
writers do not submit yarns or scripts and hope for g sale. They and '
their agents meet with a producer and outline an ldea or story; 1f the
producer nods hls head the segle 1s clinched and the writer goes home to
write 1t. Bood, bad or indifferent, the producer must buy. AlL of whlch
tells me what hzppened to my bock, "Wild Talent™, purchased by the mov—
tes szbout five years ago. Two men were assiened to write the screen play
—~ and they did, dropping me a letter now and then to keep me informed.
U'pon completion they turned 1t ' in to the producer end dropped from sieht
So d1d the script, and the movie, It is my suess thst the script was bad
end the producer wgs averse {0 bhiring still another hack to rewrite 1t
—~— s0 he chelved 1t. "Shelving" meens rejection, but 1n the meanwhile
the script has been éelivered end peid for,

Now if the science fiction field would operste in the ssme manner!

My gentle critice wlll be dliscouraged to learn that someone else alsc
likes Vonnegut's "The Sirens Of Titan®; someone in a position to reverse
publishing history, so Yo epeak. Houghton Mifflin 1s bringing out a
hardcover edition of the novel, probsbly this winter. Perhaps they think
this is Real Literature and deserves better than a Dell peper cover,
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Lzssitude: lines that cut scrose launchitude. +....Dean "rennell
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The 3loomlngton library has a volume entitled "Horoscopes ¥For Pussy
Cats" end I noted the index number, meaning to look it up somedsy.
.+ s+ . Tucker
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Fropane: what a magochlist 1s s+ Orennell



STRANGE FRUIT

Once again, everyone gets a mention and a rating; readers who don't
like this type of '"review" have my permlssion to sklp these two pages.

SCIEZNCE PICTION TIMzS #348 (S F Times Inc., P.0O. Box 115, Solvay dranch.
Syracuse 9, N.Y, - irregular - 10¢) Pro news; back to a feirly regular
bi-weekly schedule agaln. Speclai Intziress

FANAC #65 (Terry % lMiriam Carr, 1818 Grove St., Berkeley 9, Calif. -~
bi-weekly, mostly — 4 for 25¢) Fannish news and an occaslonal column by
':Ialt Willls‘, Ratlng-,. onc’?

FANFARONADE #1 (Jeff Wanshel, 6 Beverly Pl., Larchmont, N.¥, - guarter—
1y? - 10¢) Not outstanding, but I couldn't have done as well when 1 was
12, He'll procbably turn out to be one of those dlsgustingly brililant
teenagers. Fannish chatter, this tlme,

SPACE CAGE #7 (Lee Tremper, 3858 Forest Grove Dr., Apt, A-3, Indiana-
polis 5, Ind, - somewnat monthly - 10¢) Features Hoosler and some out-—
side talent; mostly young. Teneral type material. _ Rating....5

FEMIZINE #15 (Sthel Lindsay, 6 Langley Ave., Surbiton, Surrey, England)
Her last issue, sccording to Ethel; haven't heard if another editor has
picked it up. 8n all-female fanzine that falled due to lack of comment;
lncredible! Rating....4

SPECULATIVE REVIEYW #4 (Dick Eaney, #17 Ft. Hunt Rd., Alexandrla, Virgin-
l1a - lrregular - % for 25¢) Devoted strictly to serious critlcism of
science fiction, Pretty good, too, Rating....7

4¥R3 #13 (George Scithers, Box 9006, Rosslyn, Arlington, Virginia - ir-
regular — 202, Conan, swashbuckling, old Norse legends and some of the
best artwork in fandom. Rating...9

SHANGRY.-I. ATFATRES #52 (Bjohn Trimble, 980% White Knoll Dr., Los Angel-
ea 12. Callf — monthly - 25¢) Not strictly for squirrels, despite the
cuver, Good general materlal with a fanmlsh siant, Rating...8

CRY OF THE NAMELESS #143 (Box 92, 920 Third Ave., Seattle, Washlngton -
monthly - 25¢) A wacky lettercolumn with a fanzine attached. This won
the Huge award fo.- "best Tanzine™ at the last con. Rating...8

DAWOR #% (John Foning, 318 So. Belle Vista, Youngstown 9, Ohio ~ irreg-
ular - 2C¢}) General fannlsh material; good writers. Rating...7

PILIKIiA #¢ (Cnuck Devine, 922 Day Dr., Boise, Idaho -- irregular - price
30 green stamps) About standard on material and repro both. Rating. .5%

DYNATRON #2 (Roy Tackett, 412 Elderberry Dr., Laurel Bay, So. Carolina
- monthly? ~ 10¢) Other people besides the editor are gettlng into the
act: ¥ s%1ll 1like 1t, but not quite as much. Rating..5%
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NONCOKN #L (Alzn Boatman, 2822 Bernard St., Saginaw, Michligan - lrreg-
uler ~ £0¢) Editor wants materlal, preferably serlous (and preferably
s00d, ) £bout an average first lssue,

DISCORD #7 (Redd Bozzs, 2209 Higrland Flace NE, NMinnezpolls 21, Minne-
sctz) Mew tiltls for RITEOGTADE., Fditoriel chatter with occasionegl out-

side contributlions., Very good. {(Free for comment) Rating.....7%

1
|
|
|
|
HOCUS #17 (Mike Declrincer, €5 Locust_Lve., ¥illburn, New Jersey - 1rveg-
ular -~ 2] Recent change from general-type zine to small, freguent per-
scnallty-zine. Reting.....t

BANE #2 (Vic Ryan - 2160 Sylvern Rd., Springfield, Illinois - bi-monthly
- 15¢) fencral material; Tucker end Bradley in this one. Rating.....7

INSURRECTICH #3 (Bob Lambeck, Bldg. E, Room 215, New Freshman Dorm, Bur-
dett sve., Rensselear Polytechnic Inst., Troy, N.Y, - irreguler - 10¢)
General meterial, Ratlng, ... dH

SF-NYTT #1U4 (Som Luadwell, Box M09, Hbzersten b, Stcckholm, Sweden -
bi-monthly - 10¢) Bi-linzucl, mostly Swedish, some English. Reting...U

WRR # (Otto Pfeifer, £911 E, 60tk., Seattle 5, Washington - irregular
- free) And damait, Otto, stay put! I'm tired of having YANDRCs coming
beek merkad "moved?, Cad-t;pe humor —-- extremely odd-type humor, at

times. Fandom's answer to Andy Griffith. Ratings ... o6

MORTHLIGHT #1 (Alen Eurns, Coléspink Fouse, Goldspink Lane, FNeweastle-
upcen-Tyne 2, Englaad - bi-monthly? - free for comment) Some go~d mater-
ial, when you cen read 1it. Rating....5

JD-ARRLSSY #55 (Lynn Hickman, 221 Dement Ave., Dixon, Illlinols - lrregu-
1ar Dut mostly monthly — 12 for #1 ercent for thils issue, which is S0¢)
Worth 1%, too; over 70 muitllithed nages, beautlful artwork \better

than most promags), good to excellent material, Rgting...1l0

THT BUC EVE #A (Helmut Klemm, Utfort/Eick, (22a) Krs. Yoers, Ukhlandstr,
15, Germaby — price 20 pfennig, I think) Bi-lingual; mostly fGerman, some
Tnglish. What T could read was irterestlng,

WARHOON #9 (Richerd Rergeron, 110 Bank S5t,, Wew York 14, N.Y. - gquart-
erly - free for cocmment) instly serious comment on fandom, politics,and
various unrelated subjects. Rating.../

KIFFLE #6 (Ted Pouls, 1ul8 Meridene Dr., Baltimore 12, MAd. - irregular?
- 10¢, but he prefers letters) Fersongllity-type; more material than i:
vsual in this type zine. Rating....C

The following ars hersby acknowledsed but will not be reviewed: GLAM-
PRING 3, FLASHLIGHT, PE3XKYS 5, S4M 1, SONOMA 2, HUNGRY 3 SCOTTISHE 21,
CRUDZINE QUARTERLY 2, TONGYE IN CHEEFLY WEEKLY 1, HAVIRINGS, FAHALOG
and Lichtman's reprint of SFaCEWARP 1, And left for the next igsue we
kLaves MEW FROKTIERS 3, LES SPINCE 3, PARSECTION 2, CANDI FANTASL 2, XERrC
2, CILN 2, MONDAY EVENFING "HOST 7 and QUE PASADO? Anybody out there
want a fanzlne review column?



CRUMBLING S~

AREEG CALKINS, 1hgh East 17th. South, Salt Lake Clty 5, Utah -~ Peggy

. Sexton seems to have mlssed one gbsolutely vital point in her article

on Heinlein in that she states on her second page that ", .pilacing abto-
lute political power in the hands of military people is dlsastrous soc..
er or later. They seem $0 eventually fall in love wlth thelr own sense
of invinzcibllity and, having control of both the weapons and the skill
to use them, they have the ldeal means of squelchling internal oppofi-
tion." However Heinlein emphasized that political power wss entlirely in
the hands of the retired veterans and inCeed the actlve military per-
sonnel had a better than average chance of dying in harness before ev-
er gettlng to see what a polling place was like. Criticize the system
1f you wish but on its own weaknesses, please, not those created 1n the
reviewer's mind.

GEORGE SCITHEHB, Box 9006 Rosslyn, Arlington 9, Virginia - /George re-
peats the objectlions given by Calkins above -- both postcerds with
thelr ldentical sentiments arrived the same day —— and sdds the follow-
ing./ - However, Mles Sexton's 1ls one of the best discussions of "Troop.-
ers® I have yet seen. (The American Legion isn't quite in polnt either;
1t doesn't represent all vets by any means,)

/My comments weren't To ilndicate that the Leglon analogy 1s accurate,
but that it 1s the most prominent and likliest to be accepted, emotion-
ally. RSC/

/from another postcard/ I've just figured out who "Thomas Stratton's
Sons! must be: Norman Metcalf. "0dd Vegetables" is almost a paraphrase
of the remarks in the letter column of NEW FRONTIERS. /No comment, RSC/

NOTT -~ somewhere in Utah - You are stuck with nott. fGeorge sald you
had been asked if I was avallable. Thanks but no thanks, I find that
with child #4 on the way I haven't as much spare time as I used to. The
egoboo is nice I grant you, but I'll have to depend on Yandro for that
if you won't mind.
/Hg certainly don't mind; s few other fan editors —- clods, of course -
may object, but we can lgnore them. RSC/

Dans Le Village in #92. How true. It reminds me of ever 80 many
peOplg thet I know. A marvelous job. How did she find so many words to
rhyne

GENE DEWEESE, 73407 No., 22nd., Milwaukee 6, Wisconsin - I was looking
thru THE (NNOTATED ALICE last Wednesday at Lee's. Included agre French
and CGerman translations of Jabberwocky. (I didn't really believe it
either, until I saw them.,) Very nice book, but it costs $10.00.

41so borrowed something from him: A JOURNEY IN OTHER WORLDS by John
Jacob Astor. written in 18S4. Reads like a cross between ALPACA and a
1928 AMAZING. One of their major prolects 1s to "stralehten" the earth's
axis,

Think about that for a minute. Didn't know it was crooked, did you?

Actually, wot they mean is, to arrenge the axlis so 1t wlll be per-
pendicular to the plane of the earth's orblt about the sun, No more of
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this summer-winter nonsense that way. : |

Their method of zccomplishing this was, I think, used in one of the’
L4AZINGs that Lowndes mentioned in his WORLD OF TOMORROW, 1928 editor- |
ials. Or at least, something very similar., They excavate plts at the
north and south poles, first. Then, dvurlng the northern hemisphere's
summer, when the north pole 1s inclined away from the sun, they will
pump grest gobs of water from the south pole to the north pole, thus
msking the north pole heavier, Since 1t will be heavier, 1t will of
course be pulled toward the sun more rapidly than the south pole. Then
they reverse the process when the south pole 1s inclined awsy from the
sun, !

The only thing they neglect to mention 1s wot they are using for a
fulcrul,.oeees

I still can't vouch for Dodd's existence, of course, but: Did you
know thet Rye House, just northeast of Hoddesdon, was the scene of the
famous "Rye House Plot" of 16837

No? I thot not,

I wonder 1f Dodd does?

Rye House, by the way, also once had the Great Bed of Ware; 1%
could allegedly hold 12 people at once.

/Sounds like & great plsce for a slumber party. RSC/

"If I had known you were intelligent, I would have spent more time with
you.  aeeae. Sidney Coleman

MAGARIE CURTIS, Room #3344, Dascomb Hall, Oberlin, Ohio - Perhaps I'd
better say first of all: Don and I are not engaped yet. We'd like to
be, but we're not, Let's say thet we're engaged to be gngaged. The
reason for my saying this 1s, of course, the FANAC item; I'm trylng to
forestall congratulations...

/Can I congratulate you on not belng engaged? RSC/

I like the Bryer bit on pp 6-7 and I was fascinated by "The Clay-
footed Troopers" though I didn't agree wlith all of her snalysis. The
military system did help to lay Rome low in 1ts day, though naturally
1t wasn't the sole cause of its fall, An interesting ltem that came of
our bheerbust at the con was finding that apparently Heinlein feels
that the vital point of his book 1s that 1in the society he presented,
there is no conscription....

Dodd's column was fine. "Mutant" was, too. As was the artwork, I
like NOTT, And &dkins,

Dr. Antonio Dupla, Po. Ma. sugustin,9, Zaragoza, Spaln - In the 91 T
liked the description of the Coulson party, very sparkling, and also
the plece about the road in Seven Hills. The World of Null F very gooq,
there arg other books, no SF but with a certain degree of parentship,
but perhaps MZB has written sbout them in past l1ssues. Butterfingers
has been written so many times and frcem so far back, at least Hoffman,
that no more 1s to say.

"The Newsstand Experiments" absolutely first rate for the interest
of the theme snd the clearness of the exposition; for me fenominally
interesting and full of data, congratulations to the author; T disagree
about the change of Astounding to Analog, apart of the value of so old
a tradition that besides seems to sell good, the risk of the change may
be so great a one. I apree with the letter of Tan McAulay, here the
state censorship banned the showlng of*D. Camillo'!
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(HON THOMPSON, Room 36, 3518 Prospect Ave, Clevelend 15, Ohlo - Tackett's
“Froject 976" wes amusing, but I suspect that 1t because it struck a
nostaleoic chord, I used to resd the adventures of the Hegp from the tims
‘he was & villalnous monster to the time he becsme a sympathetlc hero.
~ctuelly, the extent of his vlllainy was to try to steel (in lssue afte:
. tseue) & model of a “erman plane from s small boy. He only wanted 1T as
s memento of his past and I slways thought 1t pretty small of the kid t¢
withold 1t from him,

I agree with you on the ANALO® name-change; it is stupid, but AST-
OUNDING had to go. Actually, what bues me, and always has, is the word
"fact" in the title of any sf mag. I see that AMAZING has now added 1t.
For %od's sske, I hope Mills does NOT stretch his title %o include the
word. Can't you see buying a copy of THE MAGAZINE OF FANTASY A4ND SCIENC:L
FACT AND FICTION? A4 steggering thought.

Norm Metcslf approasched me at the Pittcon and asked if I wes DB,
Thompson (so did somebody else, but I know not who). I'm not, though I'n
veguely femilisr with the neme. I'm D.A, Thompson, end I'm now the Ohlio
one. Hell, I cen't even use my
middle neme for fennish purpos-
es, beceuse it's Arthur end
mirht concelvably cause confu-
sion with Atom (though I cen't
draw at all). Nor am I the Don
Thompson who had a story in .
GALAXY and a story in IF. T'm
just a passifan, readlng the
stuff for 8 or 9 years, going
to a couple of cons and remain-
ine too lazy to write LoCs. Un-
t1l now, at least.

/from a later letter/

First of all, didn't I say
somewhere 1n my lgst letter
that the "Heap" anpeered in
AIRBOY comics? /No./ It started
out as AIRBOY, later became
AIRBOY, FEATURING THE HEAP, and,
for all T know, may have becomeg
.simply THE HEAP before the Com
ics Code removed violence, sex.
sadism, conflict and plot from
the comics,

Alirboy was a young punk with
goggles, red shirt, blue pants
and en alrplane called "Birdie"
(the wings flgpped). I still
recall suffering nightmares for
weeks after reading a two-part
gserial adventure of AIRBOY in
which an intelligent rat led
the rats of the world in an all
out attack on the human reace.
/The more I read about the old
comice, the less of a comlcs
enthusigst I become. Don glsc
seys that he knew agbout "The




Desrick On Yendro", Eeveral
other fans did zlso; oksy, I
beck down and edmit that fans
ere better informed than I
thoueht, (But up till now
Borr and MZB were the only
ones who hsd commented know-
ledgably on the title, while
st least a score of resders
had wanted to Xnow whet 1t
meant, so I got the impres-
slon that the majority of
resders were uninformed -- ex-—
cept for the faithful few who
were overinformed by dint of
reading my explanations every
few monthe. RSC/
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ALAN DODD (seme address as
before) ...And s clipplng on
enother son for Bob Tucker,
Where does he find the time to
do any writlng?? I plctured
Bob Tucker as much younger
than that somehow - but having
a 23 yeer 0ld son he must be
etting along a blt.

Actually, he was a chlld
bridegroom -- but he 1s get-
ting on in years; almost dod-
dering, you might say. RSC/

I suppose you want to know
about the Post Office article
you reviewed as me belng 60
ngushty 88 giving it to two
fsnzlnes - well, I sent 1%t to
Vic Ryan .about six months agc -
he never wrote, no fanzine - noth-
ing. So what should I have done? Just
let the artlcle cet dated, forget about
1t, "in case" Vic éid print 1t7? I decided %o
send it to Andy Main snd told him I had sent 1t to Vic - but ne answer,
So he printed 1t and at the same time Vic. suddenly emerged from gaflas
and printed it also! It was nobody's fault really - it wss just one of
those things and I like to think that perhaps some more people read the
artlcle from seelng it in two fanzlnes than they would from just one.

To Jerry Faze's letter ebout it belng e felony to carry flresrms 1n
Bnglaend, 1t depends on whet you meen by firesrms. At a post office you
can buy a zun license whlch will enable you to carry and use a shotgun
or any smcoth bere weapon but 1f you want e weepon which fires a bullet
you need a firearms certificate whlch.ls obtalnable only at the police
atation and you really need a velld reasson for retting one, "Often car—
ry large sums of money" or "personal protection" aren't considered suf-
ficlent, membershlp 1n e gun club helps but then you have to ensure the
weapon is elther et the club, in your house, or in transit between the
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'two but nowhere else.
! /Winich is a queer regulstlon, os far as I'm concerned. Because 1f I

was ever pitted agalnst a gun-toting individual, I'd worry less 1f 1%
| was Dean Grennell and khls .44 magnum (even though I just saw him shoot .
a 98 on the tareet range) than I would 1f i1t was Betty Kujawa with one
of her husbznd*s shotguns loaded with buckshot. A sawed~off shotgun 1s
one of the best all-around criminal weespons you can find, RSC/

Les Nirenberg's mention of the Don ¥Winslow serles reminds me that
we have s similar Boys' Herc live on televislon here called Biggles -
and it's just the same. Why, even the villaln 1s called Von Stelheim.
And thig isn't filmed - it's live!l

Tmil Greenlea® 18 a character I've tried unsuccessfully ln the past
to contact beczuse I consider he has the most fannish of all addresses
~ Mystery Street, New Orleans.- why 1% could be a television show ser-
tes don't you think?? Well, I sent him & copy of CAMBER from an address
on a guote card but I never did hear from him, WHY?? /Maybe he doesn't
like to comment on just one issue and dscided to wglt for a second one
to give him a more balanced viewpeint on the mag? R3C/ He mentlons that
1f more people kept guns in thelir homes and itnew how to use them there
would be a considerable decrease in the crime rate. He's guite right
of course —— and there would zlso be an equally conelderable decrease
in the POPULATION!'! ¥nowing how to operate a weapon doesn't necessarlly
make it the better of the evils, how gbout that milllonalre's wife who
¥11lled her own husband as a burglar a few years back, for exsmple?
/Well, think how embarrassing it would have been for the poor woman if
she'd had to stab him to death by mistake for & burglar...don't you have
any compassion for dissatisfled wives? Incldentally, the Nov, READER'S
DIGEST has an article titled "Our Irresponsible Birthrate® which is all
about the evils of overpopulation and what will happen to us 1f we
don't do something to reduce the population. The automotive lndustry
can't do the wholé job singlehanded, you know. RSC/

I'm not sure what an engram 1ls about your flbrous mimeo paper but
I don't think we do have 1t here., I've never seen any "orained" mimeo
paper in England like you get 1ln American fanzines.

NORYM METCALF, Box 1262, Tyndsll AFB, Florida - Tucker: Try also The
Weapon Malkers, Greenberg, 1952. i

Nirenberg: There's a pecullar situation at Tyndell. The Base Ex-
chanre news stand stocks all sf magszines but few paperbacks, The local
distributor operates a newsstand in town with most of the paperbacks
but few zines. But between subs and thorough searchling to locate pbs
which haven't been sent for review most new sf manages to be located.
Distribution certailnly is a mess, though. A copy of the third issue of
SHOCY was finally located in Maryland after looking in Ohio,. Michigan
and Florida. The latest AMAZING hasn't been located yet though an ad-
vance copy was seen at the con. You certalnly can't sell what can't be
found by the prospective consumer,

Lichtrnan: You're correct about AUTHENTIC appearing in a pb format
but they abandoned it for a while and then reverted, Offhand I can't
recall what format they were in at the last 1ish.

/I don't think so, Once SUTEENTIC started featuring short stories io-
stead of ‘Luvihg Just one novel per lssue —- and changed the title from
SCTENCE FICTION HMONTHLY {which wes orlginally SCIENCE FICTION FORT-
NIGHTLY) they didn't revert, though the size of 4% x 7 remalned closer
to the "tall™ pb size of 43 x 7 than to "digest™ size until the last
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few issues, which were 5% x 7% {(and a blasted awkward size it is to
store, I can assure you, I suppose it would be classed as an odd breed
of digest.) Layout was strictly magazine format at the end. RSC/

Franson, Willick, ete.: The average pb reader {or the average read-
er, for that matter) isn't interested in the lettercol, The % of the
readership that writes in 1s quite small in most mundane mags and the
ones that enjoy such material, whlle larger yet, isn't any overwaelm-
ing % of the total readership. And somewhere, someone sta“ed that sf
mags received a far larger % of mail than 40 any of the mundane mags.
This "x" factor in the makeup of sf readers also accounts for fandom
buft since no one has come up with a wholely satisfactory explanation
yet we'll skip that. '
/0n letters in stfmags, let's quote H.L, Gold. From GALAXY, Vol. 1 #2:
"There is no way to alter our decisicen not to run congratuletory or or-,
dersd letters in the first two issuss, EUt we do plan to have a depart-!
ment...unless our readers vote agalnst 1t," (Dots his, by the way.)Now
for a quote from MALAXY, Vol.l #3: "Final and most startline polint 1s
the letter dopsrtment. There is evidently a greater reader disllke of
mall columns than I had sensed. The objection, in fact, was so voclf-
erous that I am putting off agctlion until more counties have a chance to
be heard." And from Vol. 1 #: "83% of all letters state flatly that
they want no letter department." Fllling space with free letters in-
stead of an extra story tnat had to be paid for would have saved Gold
noney; certailnly he had every reason to ugse g letter column -- except
that his readers didn't want onhe. RSC/

And EQMM has now gone back to revegling thelr clrculation, which ls
nigher than ever {around 130,000 now). I csked JWCJjr at the Con why ASF
wasn't listed and he replied that they preferred to use the money to
pay authors since ASF wasn't attracting many advertisers. To rephrase:
ASF's circulation 1s dropping and they n«ed every cent they can gest.

For many years ASF was the only sf zine to release 1ts circulation
figures through the ABC so Claude Hall's cnswer to White isn't wvalid,
And now the only zines to do so are the Z-D mags, Sworn clrculatlons
cen be obtalned from Ayer's directory but these are open to doubt, GAL-
8%Y's s.c. of 116,000 seems to be open to considerable doubt, expecially
when considered in the light of other statements from GALAXY.

QUELQUECHOSE wasn't mimeoed, 1t was dittoed, And what's this about
"iMoth And Rust" belng a novelette? If I remember right it was one of
the longest stories ever run ln SS end went to around 62,000 words,Not
overly long, grented, but for S8 1t was an event.

A note on thls wordage business. With the new typeface whlch Z-D
rlzaims will De used consistently from now on the customer will get less
for hls money. It runs to good ol' L10 words per page which will make
the maximum possible wordcount in AMAZING 59 000 words (don't know how
that 57,00C words showed up) whlle FANTASTIC seems to be stlcking close
to 128 pages which would render its max 48,000 words,

Page: Those "novels" in AMAZING aren't full length., Campbell has
run longer storles and called them novelettes, Starting in Jun '59 they
ran 38,000, 27,000, U5 000, 38,500, 30,000, 4%0,000,...... . By compari-
son, Campbell 1s running serials from 55,000 to 75,000 words.

There are far fewer digest-slzed zines on the stands than bedsheet
or pulp so that's not a valld argument. And Galaxy Novels aren‘t being
taken off the stands each m~nth anywhere where I've been. If they sell
our they're restocked.

SF fandom might well change its orientation from a social group
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‘centered around a common interest in sf (in the here and now or at some
‘time in the past) to that of a small bibllographlc group researching -olc
'sf stories. But the apas wlll no doubt continue for a long time with
replacements coming from friends of the members and perhaps a gradual
merging because of attrition among the ranks.

GEORGE WILLICK, 306 Broadway, Madison, Ind, - I must admit that your
covers have shown steady improvement over the last five issues that I
have recelved., It beats me how you can get good reproduction out of that
serap heap that you call a mimeo. Are you sure that God isn't coedliting:
/0f course; but that has nothing to do with reproduction because I don't
handle that end of 1t., George had conslderably more to say, but most of
it appears llbelous, so....ne's got Hensley within reach to defend hlm,
but I haven't. RSC/ i

BOB SMITH, 1 Timor St., Puckspunyal, Victorla, Australla — YANDRO 950
arrived today, and congratulations on that Dollens cover; it's great!

T have hated Williem Castle wlth passion since reading that artlicle
about him 1n SatEvPost. Not content with 1nflict1n% further misery on
the poor sufferlng projectionlst with his ghodawful movies and tricks,
he had the nerve to let one of his "monsters®™ run loose in a movie the-
atre and rough up the projectionist! If someone cares to strap Castle
in an uncormfortable theatrs seat, I would willingly screen horror movies
continuously (complete with effects) until the man was carried screamlng
and blubbering away %o some sultable institutlon.

One sentence in Alan Dodd!s column really intrigued me: thls nun
walled up in an alrless hole, who managed to starve and rot for twenty-
one years until her wits leit her...somethlng 1s not qulte right here,
I feel. /The power of prayer, maybe? RSC/

This business of "Hugo" awards and The Internstional Fantasy Award:
in the May 1952 lssue of NEW WORLDS Leslle Flood states that the IFA
was born one evenlng at the "White Horse" Tavern; orlglnators were John
Beynon Harris, G. Xen Chepman, Frank Cooper and Flood. T belleve you
have this lssue of NEW WORLDS ¢nd can look it up for yourself; Redd
Bogrgs may be interested to know of this! In any case, Eney goofed 1n

his description of the "Hugo" 1in FANCYC, IT.

DEAN GRENNELL, 402 Maple, Fond du Lac, Wisconsin - Yesterday we came up
behind an antidiluvian auto with a Day-Glo sign on the.back saying:
AT THZ ZND OF THE ROAD LIES GOD

One of the better Prcsser covers on #91, I think. At least no one 1s
in the active process of getting eaten.

I saw the revived BLUEBOOK but retched dryly end didn't buy it. #A
bathtub full of spaghetti -~ wotta charming thought! #Tell Franson not
to forget the various ways that nsivete gets mangled in the fan press,
not to forget nalve elther. To his query at bottom page 13, I shout,
"Yeth! Yeth! Yeth!" #Page's article was extremely good, I thought.
/Dean also recorded that he now has a photograph of an establlshment
called the "Motel Lay". The fan misspelling most irriteting to me 1s
tmissle® for missile. There may not be much science left in sclence flc-
tion, but really..... RSC/

ALAN BURNS, Goldepink House: Goldspink Leane, Newcastle-on-Tyne 2, Eng-
land — I have evidence that Hoddesdon does exist; my sampler at work,
whilst on war service was shacked up there with a nymphomanliac whose
address I withhold in case 1%t gives Dodd ldeas.
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Phe creat Alr Crisis — we of the Northern Gzs Boesrd By-Froducts De- |
partment have longz since dispensed with alr, We now exist on en etmos—
paere of tar-fumes and nepiatlalene vapour, our ornly worry le thet if we |
=re acred to become members of tne first tar plant to go spaceborne how
ere we golng to exist, ter fumes being (sccording to last year's balancc’
sheet) worth slightly more than silver, and normal air doesn’'t seem
right tc us.

RETTY XUJAWA, 2€19 Caroline, Scuth Bend 1, Ind. - You always say YOU
dont like conreporis -- well I am gettinz tired of "what 1s wrong with
6f —— or who killed ete" (withE 1ts little brother, "distribution prob-
lens of same") and Peghoot humor -- so there.

God bless Frznson and his “misspellings" -- more power to him -- now
if someone would only heed and comply,

The "0dd Vegetables" was simply exquisite! It broke me up —- I imag-

ing you were somewhat convulsed when you got 1%, eh dear?

I dig not nor lired at all the poem "Abrupt Descent" snd see no reas-
on for printing same -- you like that sort of thing, Buck??? If so why??
Sadist, honey?7?%? /Certainly; you don't thipk I buy all those wer books
jnst for intzllectual sdvancenment, do you? (tnd spezxing of sadlsm, did
you notice what Dr., Wertham celled you for liking "The Untouchables”?)/

Pergy —- well, spending much time &s child end adult sround these
terrible military types she seems to fear 1 am strongly urged to shout
"hgloney!" Marbe she mesns higher military than T am used te, out my
childhood friends hed poppes who were Kgvy Ceptsins end Parine and Army
Colonels and many close friends here now are of that rank -- soclal 1so-
lation my left foot!

Vou come to my house some niznt and trv to plck out the Col, from
the lawyer, doctor, executive, professor, or any professionsl man here
—— I'11 bet any old thing you couldnt {or Peggy couldnt) either by looks.
sctions, conversation, ettitudes or any other way. Now some of the mll-
itary wives -- yes, a few you could recognize, But the men, no. But may-
be she meznt a higher rank?

/Or mgvbe the ones with the real killer urce; the feroclous ones 1ilkee
F1lik =nd Scithers and E11ls Mills and Norm Metcslf.... RSC/

"Yutant® -~ now why that?? Ch those clever clever wltty tasty bits
of business —— 1like "snot_dlverter", oh how clever can you get?? —— real
sharp and adult, thet. And neichbors' dozs manure deposits--yeeh, real
fine stuff there. Tf this wss included tc csuse comment of the adverse
¥ind, I hepe 1t wlll,

Sid Colemen's letter was utterly fazscinating--didn't aeree with all
he had t0 say but thanks for putting it all in--I enjoyed resdling 1%,
But —— "incest is bad"?? Since when from the genetic side of 1%?% I
mean all my books sazld incest alat baaad thatta wey—~providing the fam-
1lv is healthy gonetically there is no harm--1n Tact there 1s lmprove-—
ment--clting kere the Egyptien dynasties of brother and sister matings
211l those long ysars. &nd remember Pltcalrn Island; the descendents of
the mutineers —- healthy besutiful people extremely interbred.

BTLL DONAHO, 1LU1 &th, S%t., Berkeley 10, Calif. - Your guote of "An .up-
1iftine exemple of the difference botween heckwork and pood writing" was
amusing, but somewh:t unfair ln that the quote from Dostoyevsky was nec-
‘essarily a tranclation end trensletions cof Dostoyevsky ere notorlous for
thelr wretehedness.

I agree with your remarks on Pegzy Sexton's article. Zefore reeding
STAUSETP TROOPER I was assured that it wes the most fasclistlc sclence



fiction ever written. I resd 1t and
couldn't understand the reactlon, .l
don't think S.T, 18 at =all end even
1f 1t were FINAL BLACKOUT would sti.
be the outstending example., Ifve ne~
er hesrd snyone criticlze thst for
that reason, Of course people are
objecting to the "votes for veterans
only" rather than the idea that vot:
have to be earned, that end the "fal
lout is good for you! bit, Rather a
pity. Al Halevy 1s dolng an article
on "The Phllosophy of Heinleln" for
HABAKKUX #6 snd will do a detalled
snalysis of STARSHIP TROOPER and oth
er Heinleln,

On to Coleman, Another 1lluslon
biteg the dust, Margaret Murray's
ideas certalnly got spread around a
lot. I've read other people besldes
Taylor who took them for eranted.

The tradition Sid is teslking aboul
is not only a tradition of "German
systematic blologists". All German
academic tradition was along the
lines of amassing tons of tiny de-

' tglls about your speclalty, knowling
every lsst scrap of knowledge that could be dredged up about 1t, This us
ually resulted in monumentel dullness on the one hend and people who
couldn't see the forest for the trees on the other, Some ten years ago
T discussed this with Sid's fellow Cal Techien Miteh Glickstein, He sald
thet the Jews had a similar tradition snd thst when the two treditions
reinforced themselves in acedemic ferman Jews the results were really
something., Normally it did result in "wlse-fools"; however, when the man
slso had ability such thorough pgrounding produced awesome results as 1in
Einsteiln, Freud and Marx -- the srchitects of the 20th century.

/ind s damned shoddy structure they bullt, too, RSC/

The Kronhausens are of course wise fools. Their most recent book con-
tains some of the silliest drivel I heve ever seen. However, as S51id sald,
PORNOGRAPHY AND THE LAW stands an excellent chance of belng taken ser-
tously and 1t 1s an excellent stick with which to beat the censors, Not
just any stick but an excellent and useful one. After all, ever since the
famous decislon in the case of ULYSSES, in which the state dld swallow
the proposition "You should not censor good books on moral srounds", the
courts have been willing to distinsuish between pornogrsphy and liter-
ature, but have had no rellable means for doing so. The Kronhausens have
given them one.

The criterla which the Xronhausens set up are not so meeningless as
31d's parody would have us belleve, Of course Miller and Wm. R, Burrourchs
2re as erotically stimulating (in spots) as John Cleland end Marcus ven
Heller. This is not the point. The point 1s that the Zronhausens advance
criteria which any 1diot can apply and which will let Miller and Bur-
roughs through, I think the Kronhsusens do point out a distinctlon which
doeg exist, but I am not tooc interested 1n discussling this peint since.
1ike Sid I belleve thsat the state should not censor booke on moral ground

[
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(or any other). However a partial victory ls better than none. I think
thet the Kronhausena' most useful stick should be siezed upon and used
to best advantage.

As far ss matrist/patrist coes I suspect that 814 Just does not lixe, !
the habits of thousht of socliologlsts. Sociologists do make this kind oi
distinction and talk in this way and these terms are a useful advance [
over the floundering around that was golng on with matrilineal/matrlarch-
al ard patrilinesl/patriarchal. In the fleld they are an advance, ,

PECGY SEXTON, Box 866, Hebbronville, Texas -~ I had a wild thourht on the
possible ceuse of the boom in sclence novels end the decline in true 8-I
novels, Caveat: I am not slamming psychiatry per se or the constructlve
things it hes done in some press.

Seems nowadays we have a horrible gullt over ebnormallty (whatever
that means) and a worshlp of normality (whatever that mesns ), due to the
epread of soclal science (armchalr psychology especially) and a probable
confusion cf'normal" with "aversge".

Paycholozy has sold out to conformity in some areas -- educatlion, mo-
tivational research, industry personnel testing, etc, The Great (Ghod Norm
has declered "escaplsm" abnormal, Sclence fiction 1s fescaplstie” by
the Oreat God Norm's definlition., Hence, those who read it are psychlc
sinners, the term "melajusted" being preferred, Now no norm-chasing,
devoutly adjusted person wants to be an "egcapist”, So he avoids "escap-
1st" literature, and other thines,

Item: "The Wigzard Cf Gz" wee recently
removed from the open stacks of |
Miami' children's llbrary on
the erounds thet 1t 1ls unresal-
istic. (Guh-hod!)

/0z has always had a hard time
with librarisns, but thls does
seem a bit too much./

ED GORMAN, 242 10th, S5t. NW,
Cedar Rapids, Iowa - Ferry ~
Dame's poem {and Dame's name
sounds phoney if I ever heard
a phoney-name, but I guess -t e
not) 1s probably the best single
1tem in the 1lsh, Alreasdy today
I showed it to four non-fen
buddies and they all 1liked 1it.
Good good good,

And now onto the Wall of
SF. To say that this theme
hzs been overdone 1s under-
steting a fact, But gsomehow
none of the comments were bor-
ing; Nirenberg presented the
best facts, Willlck wes theo-
reticelly the most interest-
ing, end Clod Hell the angri-
- esf. What the hell's he got
acainst Wnite? /It's a long,
sordid story..,..RSC/

2R ATCES
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" Myself, I think the lack 1s_ln the public; we can blteh end shif?t
‘the blame to whoever we want; but I look at it thls way. Maybe the dis-—
'tributors are narrow-minded and scrubby and maybe the retellers are
'stupid and careless, but just the same, I think that if the public want
ed sf, they'd get it. Certainly a mag havihm better display would stand
S better chance of entlcing more reeders, but stlll, 1f a reader reads
stf and does not see it, he'll search through a pile of mags, attempting
to find 1t, and if he still doesn't, then most likely he'll ask the Jerxk
behind the till. Now here, T'll cet blasted beceuse 1t's possible to sz
"Sut what about the newsstand-browser, the guy who just wants something
to read, not partlcularly cering whether 1t's western, mystery or sf,
justT es long as 1t catches his interest." Okay, there we go back to dis-
play acain, But all the same, I wonder if there are that many potential
buyers. It's an opinlon of mine that new sf readers, half of them any-
way, ere introduced to the field becazuse of a friend's prodding. We
blame the writers, but can anyone complalning do a better job? Ye at-
tack editors, but what would most fen be able to do behind a pro-editor
desk? And then we blame dlstributors, but they're just trying to meke a
buck like the rest of us, Does a cigarette distributor give Ralelghs
the same amount of space he does Camels? Most of the time he docesn't,
And in a relsted veln, I've just gotten off a letter to AMAZING in
which I offer to the first 75 subscribers, a free year sub to my flive-
weelkly zine, CILN, Maybe to some fen, 1t'll sound neofannish as hell,
but I d¢ mean 1t. If we are rriping, as we are, then we must make some
strided in helplng the pros out. Not that anybody'll be gettling an ex-
cessive deal by getting CILN, I'm not sayling that, but, for me, lt's the
only thing I can do, and I wish that somebody else'd come up with some-
thing better. 75 subscribers to AMAZING willl certainly not do the mag a
1ot of good, but if I can ret them 75 subscribers, or 25, then think
what a group of faneds could do, Maybe it's a crackpot ldea, tho, soO
I'11 just have to walt and see what turns up.
/I think Ed has a polnt; a lot of polls have resulted in clalms that stf
readers, as a breed, are more loyal and more intelligent than the aver-
age (maybe not much so, but above the level of the TRUE CONFESSIONS buy.
ers, at least), and just the types who would hunt for a particular mag-
azine -~ if they knew about it., Our job maybe should be to make sure
that potential readers do hear about it, not to worry about the news-
stand browser who 1sn't golng to buy the stuff very often asnyway. Fans
can do very well behind pro-editors' desks, though, as has been proved
by Robert Lowndes, Frederick Pohl, Damon Knight, Donald Wollhelm and

others. I'm inclined to doubt the worth of your sub-idea -- the number
of people who are even vaguely lnterested in Tanzlnes belng even smaller
than those interested in stf -~ but at least it's an attempt to do some-

thing instead of sitting around talking about it, If I could stand the
thourht of 75 more subscribers I'd joln you. RSC/

ED WOOD, 160 2nd. St., Idsho Falls, Idaho - Marion Zimmer Bradley men-
tions a book dear to my heart — "Live With Lightning" by Mitchell Wil-
gon. Little, Brown % Co. 1949 and also paperbacked as a Bantam. Wilson
1g one of the most popular US writers in the USSR; at least the Russians
show excellent taste in thls case. I've glven about 5 coples of thls
book away and always keep an eye out for 1t in second hand stores, T
think Bradley could have mentioned "The Struggles Of Albert Woods™ as
being an excellent example of sclence novels. (Wilason's second book, "My
Brother, My Enemy" poor in comparison with "Lightning".)
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¥TXE DECKINGER, &5 Locust Ave., Millburn, New Jersey - In "Rumblings™ ;
you mension the nsw Kronhausen book, but T wonder 1if you're gwere of tnel
¥act that the Kronheusens, along with a doctor Theodore gometning /R2ikK; |
crovably/, have made a record in which they discuss sexual matters 1in
~reat detail. It is not intended to be a "star party" record just the
same, but has a genuine interest for those intelligent enough to hear
15, It was maede by some company in California and sells for $4.95 (&
lzrge 1p record) but as would be expected, 1t's a bit difficult %o %et.
Tive also seen a recording of excerpts from "Lady Chatterly's Lover

read by a Canadian actress but I ~uess that's old hat compared to the
Xronhavsen's record,

/0ffhand, I'd say that anyone who would pay ¢l 95 for a record when they,
could et the same information dlscussed in fer more detall than any
record has time for, in a paperbsck book for $1 or less, 1s hard up for
party coavergation pleces. (Not staz party -- I'm thinking of the cock-
tell party hostess who wants to show something unusual to her guests, To
ret conversation stsrted., Of course, she could show...well, never mind,
The record sounds like that kind of gimmick, anyway; for the scrt of per-
son who buys mink-covered bottle openers and Hawallan flsh speers con-
verted to letter—operers,) RSC/

"Butterfincers’ was typleal fen-fiction I'm afreid, s trifle better
written than the ustal one, but stlll pretty typlcal. One thing I not-
iced, thrugh, was John's use of tne word "etiquettily" as an adverb on
page 10. I don't belleve I've ever encountered thls word 1n that form.
Accordine to my dlctionary, there is the noun, "etlguette" listed, but
no other form. Don't tell me that YANDRO suthors are now coining their
own terms., Whose fault was it in letting the word by?

/Well, I let it by, deliberately. What's wronr~ with colning your own
words, 1if they're descriptive? Show me a man who zets a1l his words out
of the dictionary and I'll show you a stodgy, unimacinative creature.
Procress and inventiveness are &merican goals, aren't they? Well, then;
colning new words 1s just beinz patrlotic. RSC/

I disagree wlth Fese about LSTOUNDING/ANALOG. Any veteran of the mag-
azlne, be he a fan, non-fan or technical engineer knows that the ad ject-
ive titie &STOUNDING and the type of maeterial go together. Saying that
the title should be chsneed simply because it 1s a childish adjective
(which it 1sa't) and totally disremarding the fact that the adjective
has built up a group of over 100,000 readers seems rather short-sighted
to me. If adjective tltles are on the way out, and if we want to have
mechzines with perfectly accurate titles, we'll have to insiitute re-
forms immedlatsly., Can you lmagine coming up with THE FRIDAY EVENING
POST, PLAYGIRL, and THE INTTRMATIONAL ILLISTRATED GEOGRAPHIC? I daresay
those titles are a hell of a lot more accurate and reglistic than the
crigingle,

/2ut you forcet that Cempbell 1sn't interestad in his vetersn readers.
They'll keep on buying the mag no matter what title it goes under, and
John damned well knows it: the only r2ason for the cradual change was to
meke 1t eesy for the veterans to locete the mag. It's the new reeders
wiro don't know that the title ASTOUNDING goes with the contents that
he's after. The chanze may 10se him 5000 o0ld readers (though I doubt 1t%),
but 1f 1t ralns him 10,000 new ones, what does he care about those who
auit? Service elways goes to the new customer, in any business; the Yreg
uler' will keep cominz back anyway, as long as he isn't too ill-treated.
ind by the way, PLAVBCY is quite an acrurste tltle; the mag is aimed at
would-~-be playbcys and ceters to them. RSC/
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I heven't seen "Red Rape” but Jerry makes a few mistakes gbout Con=
nie Sellers, First of all, Connie Sellers is deflnitely a men (close
to =0) erd has bzen writing for the sexy men maps for s long time. It
1doeen't matter whather his storles are about diving, speceships, mys-
(tery or whet have you ~- they're all sexy storles and all see print in
jmarazines like ADAM, PLUSH, etc., etc, It's rather comiczl to see him
Iturning to a sexy sf novel.

{DICK LUPOFF, 21% E. 73 St., New York 21, N.Y, - Firstoff, a near unbe-
(Lieveble cover, It's a magnificent job, though I can herdly envy the
work thst must have gone in%to tt,

I/Juanita reports thet she spent 4 hours stencilling 1t. RSC/

| Other ert than the cover rances from poor~-fair (page 20) to good

|
|

peges 2, 10, 11) to very good (peges 1L, 18 21),

(

"abrapt Descent" upsets me every time I reed it, which is now up to
3izht or ten, Perhaps I'm just hypersupgestible, but every time I rsed
thet thing I see that poor cresture going down the drain, T empathlize
with 1ts simple-minded panic. I guess I'm just a soft-hearted type,but
I cen't teks pleasure from killing enything.

"0dd Vegetables" wes pleasant reading, "Cleyfooted Troopers" had prom—
ise but stopped short of fullfiliment...about another six peges might
heve done 1t. I had already heard Dodd's joke.

VIC RYAN, 2160 Sylvan Rd., Sprinafield, Illinois - Well, you did achieve
a noteble triumph with your entl-bonen speech; this strikes me as besing
as lmpleusible as Rlcherd Nlxon spesking before a national AFL-CIO con—
ventlion, Next year: "Verbose Tolkien", before an assemblage of members
of the Fellowship of the Ring.

I did 1ndeed enjoy Dodd ~- end not only because he wrote me irto the
seript (at least, I assume 1t's me, and not Dick or Mavis) but because
he "led me down the path" quite well -~ 2nd, actually, when you dlg
down to the outline, he took a situation and developed 1t to its "log-
ical® conclusion, a mood test of competent stfnel writing,

DAN ADKINS, 5808 Beverly Rd,, Booklyn 3, New York — First on #92: Jua-
nita's cover was well rendered but an old idea...one that I've done more
then once, like maybe 30 tlmes, But, who has time to think up new things
to draw? Gllbert illos are usually ckay, sometimes good, sometimes poor,
They're seldom real good or plain crnd. Prousser on pvage 7 is the best
Tcr the lssue., The others don't bring any urge to comment, except that
one of mine on page 25 sure must be old, It looks the way I was drawing
" years ago at Luke Field, /It should; thaot's what 1t was, RSC/ For the
damn record: LIFE €,700,000; LOOK 5,300,000 and those are exact figures
fYor thls week's seles. The SAT EVE POST is less than 3,000,000, LIFE
has outsold the other two for 13 years. As I said before, Ted White's
fipures on MAD were way off.

First I'll bore you with bringing you up to date on some of my late
¢fforts gt the pro fleld, I think my first stuff for AMAZING will s*art
with the Jan. lssue, and FANTABTIC in Feb, Never bothered to find outr
che issues. The total illustrations I've sold them since I started
about 6 weeks ago 1s 1L, They're getting better art now...anywcy, stuff
from Emsh and Schomburg. Of course there are things from Berrnklgu and
the other new hack artist Douglas coming up. Bernklau has been eround
awhile but I think Douglac 1o ANALOG was his start. Campbell suld he
didn't llke Bernklau but still he uses him issue after issue. One good



thine on ert for Ziff Davls is the fect that feorge Barr will have art
in it sbout tne time I do, I took slong some of his fenzine work in a
sortfolio I mede for him (without his knowlng sbout it) to show the ed-
itors. They liked same and I gave them his address. He d4id up two as-—
sionments as of thle date.

"Zi1ff-Davis will probably be the only publisher I work for until ar-
ouid Meyrch, Ferhaps then I'1ll see F%SF and ANALOG (& mag I'm not ready
to work for becsuse Campbell wants very mechanical drawlngs done up wltr
sush an exactness thet at present the research would telke more time Thaw
Itye got. In other words, I'm a blt lazy and 2iff-Davis will keep me
busy enough...,after all I work steady st sn art studio too,) The other
two mags pay ten bucks an 1llo and 1 don't need money enough to work
for that. Oh, and stf isn't the only type mag I intend working on...

Now on artlsts: Emsh snd Schoenherr are the best ground with Finlay
doing a vood 11lo now and then. His trouble 1s that he re-draws hls ear-
lier work over szaln (same figure, different background. Right now Amaz-
ing snd Galaxy are both on the stands with =& Finlay figure in both that
is the same) and this bugs me. Kelly Freas was wlthout a doubt the best
stf artist ever. Esrlier Finlay =nd Bok had & great Tantasy "feel" but
Frens head them all beat when 1t came to artistic correctness. Now he's
in Mexlco dolng serlous worx for a year.

SYORT SNORTS: BRUCE FELZ writes that Hal Lynch wrote the article in I
PALANTIR which wes erroneously credited to Dick Eney. ROG ERERT compli-
ments MZB in #91 for stating a fact "that everyone has 'glways known'
but never realized." PHIL HARRELL thinks that the laslt 3 covers (Doliens,
Juanita, and 3Barr) sre the finest we've ever printed {I7a about agree,
with maybe one or two additlons that Phil didn't get to see) and that
Barr 15 a genius. JOHN M, FOYSTER objects to fans calling 1t ANALOG
SCTENCE FAGT FICTION when there should be an "&" in the tltle which
will spoll some of the fannlish Jjokes and feels that outslde of the Big
Slump no prozine folded while it waes publishing good stories, How aboutl
VENTURE and VANGUARD, John? He also feels that, desplte MZIE, the best
wrlters are those who don't worry about whether they're being "serious"
or "entertaining’ but who just write, without worrying gbout the market,
Eis opinion is also that decsolte Hod Serling the public wants crap and
the public gets what it wants, particulerly the Amerlcan newspaper-read-
ingz public. BEORGE LOCKE agrees wlth Wood that the unavallabillty of
"iho Killed Sclence Fictlon?" 1s "one of the mos®t tregic everts in stft,
He also mentions that two of laurlce Renard's books, "“The Hands of Or-
1ac? and "New Bodies For 01d" have been transleted into Englieh, end
that & auite good book titled "Up Above" by John Raphael, contalins a
note that Lt is based on Renerd's "The Blue Peril'. STEVE STILES does
not feel thet Jerry Page has any ablillty at judglng artwork, CRAIG
COCHEAN wants to know what happened to the tv version of "Caves Of
Steel' —- so do I, TV GUIDE sald 1t would be on, but it wasn't. He also
wants a copy of the model alrplene mag that mentiohed the U-2. Lambeck?
GEORGE WELLS wents in on the Cltlzens Committee for Indecent Literature.
DIUK SCHULTZ says that the word Sid Colemen wanted was "dummschlau”.

He also thinks that the pessants put over the Chinese revolutlon. Oh,
they did the rigltiing; they slways wind up doing the actual bloody work.
But they &ldn't sturt 1%, leed 1t, or gain anythlng by 1%t; you go around
calling Mazo a peasant and you llable to get your head chopped off. And
here's a letter from F.M, BUBEY that I wes golng to run, and stuff from
Page, Lichtmen, Shingleton and Thea Grade....but no more room. RSC.
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